OF SOUTH CAROLINA

(R1302, S578)              No. 988
AN ACT To Amend Section 6 Of An Act Entitled "An Act
To Provide For And Regulate The Granting Of Divorces From
The Bonds Of Matrimony In This State", Being Act No. 137 Of
The Acts And Joint Resolutions Of 1949, So As To Provide That
The Master Or Referee Need Not Summon Parties In Default
Cases.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South
Carolina:
SECTION 1: Act 137 of 1949 amended-master or special ref-
eree in default divorce case not required to summon party before
him-effect reconciliation at reference if possible.-That Section
6 of Act No. 137 of the Acts and Joint Resolutions, 1949, be and
the same is hereby amended by changing the period after the word
"Referee" on line six thereof to a comma, and adding the following
words "Provided, however, that in default cases the Master or Special
Referee shall not be required to summon the party before him, but at
the time of reference shall effect a reconciliation if possible", so that
said section when so amended shall read as follows:
"Section 6. In all cases referred to a Master or Special Referee,
such Master, or Special Referee, shall summon the party or parties
within the jurisdiction of the court before him, and it shall be the
duty of such officer to make an earnest effort to bring about a recon-
ciliation between the parties to such cause, if the parties appear
before the Master or Special Referee, Provided, however, that in de-
fault cases the Master or Special Referee shall not be required to
summon the party before him, but at the time of reference shall ef-
fect a reconciliation if possible. No judgment of divorce shall be
granted in such case unless the Master, or Special Referee to whom
such cause may be referred, shall certify in his report, or if said
cause has not been referred then the trial judge shall state in the
Decree in said cause, that he has attempted to reconcile the parties
to such action, and that such efforts were unavailing. No reference
shall be had before two months after the filing of the complaint in
the office of the Clerk of Court, nor shall a final decree be granted
before three months after such filing."
SECTION 2: Repeal.-All Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent here-
with are hereby repealed.

2363

No. 9881


